Professional conduct and accountability.
The UKCC Code of Professional Conduct provides registered nurses, midwives and health visitors with an extended definition of the phrase 'professional accountability'. It emphasises the primacy of the interests of patients and clients. It is essential that the professions maintain a good standing and reputation in order that the trust and confidence of the public are maintained. 'As a registered nurse, midwife or health visitor, you are personally accountable for your practice...' Accountability is not an optional extra-you cannot choose to be accountable for some aspects of your practice but not others.